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Researching Information on Exotic Pets


1. Log onto http://exoticpets.about.com/cs/resourcesgeneral/a/exoticpetsatoz.htm

2. Choose an exotic pet that interests you from the list.


3. Read the article on your exotic pet and fill in the required information in the data table.

4. If you cannot find certain information in your article, search the links at the bottom of your article for further information or search www.google.com for your exotic pet.


5. Log onto http://www.glencoe.com/sec/science/cgi-bin/biolabs.cgi?function=DisplayInfo&num=0&user=&order=&db=tResearchExoticPets&tl=&fn=&an= and view the entries of other students who did this lab.


6. Use Microsoft Word to type your answers to the Analysis Questions.


7. For bonus points, print out a picture of your exotic pet.

8. If you have time, fill out the form on http://www.glencoe.com/sec/science/biology/bio2004/internet_lab/biolab.php?abrev=ntl&iRef=105&iChapter=5&iUnit=2&iUnitNumber=2&iArticle=105 with your exotic pet information for other students to use.

Data Table

	Exotic pet choice
	

	Scientific name
	

	Natural habitat (where it is found in nature)
	

	Adult size
	

	Dietary needs (the types of food it eats)
	

	Special health problems
	

	Source of medical care, if needed
	

	Safety issues for humans
	

	Size of cage area needed
	


	Special environmental needs
	

	Social needs
	

	Cost of purchase
	

	Cost on maintaining (monthly estimate)
	

	Care issues (high or low maintenance)
	

	Additional information
	

	Additional websites used besides www.about.com 
	


Analysis Questions

1. What is meant by the term domesticated animal?

2. What is meant by the term exotic animal?

3. Does your data make it clear why the organism you chose is considered exotic?  Explain.

4. Look at the exotic pet research posted by other students.  

a. Which of the animals researched would make a good pet? Why?

b. Which of the animals researched would not make a good pet?  Why?

5. Conservation biology deals with methods to help protect biodiversity.

a. Why might keeping an exotic pet help in conservation?

b. Why might keeping an exotic pet hurt conservation?

6. What are some reasons why zoos rather than individuals are better able to handle exotic animals?

