	Assessment:

	Plants present on the native forest floor map include: bracken fern, trailing raspberry, vine maple, ducksfoot, and clematis. 

The only plant present in the Ivy map is ivy. 

Answer key to Analysis Questions: 

1. In the ivy desert, ivy accounted for most of the cover. Amounts might vary slightly by group depending on placement of grid. 

2. Percent cover measures how much sun each species receives. 

3. It's called an ivy desert because not much is growing there besides ivy. Some groups also use the term 'ivy wasteland' since deserts do have their own rich biodiversity. The term is to imply the sterility and monotony that occur when a single species dominates an area. (www.noivyleague.com) 

4. Almost no forest floor is visible in the ivy desert meaning that other species haven't got a chance to gain a foothold unless they can grow without sunlight. 

5. Ivy will continue to grow and kill trees and other native plants in the area. The park may become a giant ivy desert. 

6. Ivy reduces the biodiversity of the area. 

7. If there is lower diversity of flora, then fauna will start to decrease too. Some organisms are dependant on particular plant species; if these disappear then the other organisms will disappear too (see video clip on the Karner Blue Butterfly). 

8. The "ecological services" provided by biodiversity include the supply of oxygen to the atmosphere, water purification, the prevention of floods and soil erosion, nutrient recycling, and pollination. Nearly half of all medicines used today originally came from wild organisms. (from the Sierra Club) 

9. Remove the ivy, replant native species, stop human interference with the ecosystem. 

10. Counting each plant is too time consuming. If a scientist makes these kinds of measurements, he or she will get the basic picture although they might miss a few details. 
11. 
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